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"And they cried, The Sword of the q 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7209 
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|. His Suffering Was Finished 
ll. The Revelation Of Man's Sin Was Finished 

lll. The Wrath of God On Sin Committed To Jesus Was Finished 
IV. The Ceremonial Sacrifices And Priesthood Were Finished 

V. Eternal Salvation For Every Believer Was Finished 


EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 
© 
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TEXT: “when Jesus therefore had 
received the vinegar, he said, It is 
finished: and he bowed his head, 
and gave upg@he ghost” (John 19: 

30). 

Jesus died after six hours on the 
¢ross. He was crucified at “the 
third hour’”’ (Mark 15:25), that is, 
nine o’clock. Then from the sixth 
es hour until the ninth hour, that is, 
- from noon until three p.m., there 
S was a great darkness, and immed- 
fe iately thereafter Jesus died. (Mark 
-. - 15:33-37). The two thieves cruci- 
ee fied with Him did not die until lat- 

-. ter, when their legs were-broken by 
*. order of the chief priests. Their 
- lives were taken from them; Jesus 
| gave up His own life, At an ap- 

pointed time, when Led Scriptures 
and the plan of Goes s fulfilled, 
yhen human hate srronied its 


fit was a cry of relief, a shout of 


. 


finished: and he bowed his head, 
and gave up the ghost.” 

Did you notice that Matthew, 
Mark and Luke all say that Jesus 
cried with a loud voice? They do 
not give His words, as John does. 
What He really cried was, “IT IS 
FINISHED.” And Luke 23:46 tells 
us that after He had cried this, 
with a loud voice, he said, ‘Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spir- 
it.”” And all the accounts agree that 
immediately He died. 

I do not wonder that Jesus 
cried with a loud voice when He 
said, “It is finished.” For Himself 


rejoicing. His suffering, His min- 
istry, His trials, His exile were 
finished. The shout must be loud 
enough for all the angels to hear, 


“the death scene itself. 
©. The Holy Spirit had Matthew 
‘Ga write: “Jesus, when he had cried 
> again with a loud voice, yielded up 
es the ghost” (Matt? 27:50). 
a The same Spirit gave these 
Be words to Mark: “And Jesus cried 
; ' with a loud voice, and gave up the 
& ghost” (Mark 15:37) 
oe This is the way the Spirit had 
pe Luke write it: “And when Jesus 
* had cried with a loud voice, he said, 
Father, into thy hands I commend 
- my spirit: and having said‘thus, he 
gave up the ghost” (Luke 23:46). 
The inspired words given John 
were: “When Jesus therefore had 


how age eaters of he fotik bv be 
SK by divine inspiration, tell of | 7 
- this closing moment in Chris’s life, ae 


received the vinegar, he said, It is 


Buffalo Pastors Still Rejoice 


Letters from readers of The< 


Sword of the Lord express such re- 
joicing over the good news about 
the blessed revival campaign in 
April, led by the Rice-Shufelt par- 
ty, that we feel free to publish re- 
cent letters from two other pastors, 
rejoicing over God’s goodness and 
the after-effects of the campaign. 
They are from Rev. Enoch Still- 
man Moore, pastor of the ver- 
_ side Baptist Church, and Rev. Wal- 
> ter W. Keeney, pastor of Calvary 
._ Gospel Tabernacle, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Here are the letters: 


“Riverside Baptist Church 
“Ontario Street at Ross Avenue 
& “Buffalo, New York 
pe “noch Stillman Moore, Pastor 
| & “Dr John R. Rice, D. D. 
“First Baptist Church 
“Fairfield, Alabama 
My Dear Dr. Rice: 

“Greetings in the Name of our 
blessed Saviour and Lord. I have 
Bes to write you for the past 
week or so, but have put it off be- 
nas . duties. The 
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preciation of the gracious ministry 


’, 
7s 


the rich blessing in which 997 
souls were saved by the grace of 
God. 

“You may never know how won- 
derfully God used you while in 
Buffalo. My own soul was refreshed 
and the fires on the altar of my 
heart are burning brightly. Your 
ministry was so different from any 
we have ever heard. It was so 
simple, so real yet s6 deep and con- 
victing. Your confidence in, and de- 
pendence upon God the Holy Spirit, 
inspired me to trust Him more 
than I ever have in the past. 


“The noon-day meetings in the 
Old Vienna-Theatre, where for the 
most part, Christians gathered, 
God used you mightily in revealing 
to us our failures and “short-com- 
ings’, and where you swept from 
under us any and every foundation 
save the rork of Christ, where we 
remain with all security. 

“The gity of Buffalo has been 
blessed, and revival fires are burn- 

ing brightly in many sections of 

wicked place. They said, “It 
ibe f happen here.” Well, it did 
happen here. We experienced times 
| of réfreshing from the presence of 
the Lord. 

“We want to_register our ap- 


ed . 
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2 | Lord Jesus wanted every sinner to 
; | know that all the price that ever 


Dr. LOUIS T. TALBOT 


for their Lord would be coming 
soon in triumph to Heaven along 
with the ransomed thief! It was a 
loud cry that Satan himself might 
hear it and tremble, for millions 
were taken from the mouth of the 
lion by the deed just done, when 
Jesus said, “It is finished!” It was 
a loud ee: for ¢ ewish leaders must 


And it was a loud cry, because the 


need be paid for man’s sin was al- 
ready paid, when Jesus died. God 
wants no works for salvation to be 
added to the finished work of 
Christ. 

Many things were finished when 
Jesus died. We suggest here that 
the following were finished. 1. His 
suffering. 2. The revélation of 
man’s sin. 3. God’s wrath on sin 
committed to Christ. 4. The cere- 
monial sacrifices, temple worship 
and priesthood. 5. The price of sal- 
vation for every believer. 


I CHRIST'S SUFFERING WAS 


FINISHED 

When the Lord Jesus shouted, 
“It is finished,” just before He 
committed His soul to His Father 
and gave up His Spirit, it must 
have been a cry of rejoicing that 
His sufferings were over. And by 
that I mean His sufferings on the 
cross and during the trial, the suf- 
ferings of His ministry, His life- 
-long exile from Heaven, and all 
that went with it. 

None of us this side of Heaven 
will ever fully understand how Je- 
sus had looked forward to this day 
when it would all be over. But 
there are many indications in the 
Scriptures. 

Even from His early boyhood Je- 
sus knew why He came into the 
world. Remember that he said to 
His mother when He was twelve 
years old, “Wist ye not that I 
must be about my Father’s busi- 
ness?” (Luke 2:49). I cannot be- 
lieve that His -coming death on 
the cross was ever far from His 
consciousness from that day until 
He could cry with a loud cry, “It 
is finished.” 

In the consciousness of this hap- 
py moment when His work would 


over, His suffering finished, Jesus. 


labored and suffered. Hebrews 43:21, 


tells us that Jesus, “For the joy 
that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and 


is set down at the right hand of| 
the throne of God.” That was the| 


sustaining tnought that Jesus had 
in mind in all His sufferings. He 
saw the joyful future. Part of that 
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_|a detailed description of the cruci- 


be done, His time of debasement| 


THE SHEPHERD 
OF BETHLEHEM 


REVEREND LOUIS T. TALBOT, D. D. 
Pastor Church of the Open Door, President Los Angeles Bible Institute, 
Teacher Bible Institute of the Air, 558 South Hope Street, Los Angeles 


“While shepherds watched theirs 
flocks by night, 
All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, 
And glory shown around.” 


It was to shepherds that the first 
announcement of the birth of 
Christ was made in Bethlehem of 
Judea. Not to men of wealth, or 
of royal distinction, or of intel- 
lectual achievement was the good 
news of the Saviour first given, but 
to those of lowliest rank. 


Not only was the greatest event 
in history announced to shepherds, 
but Christ Himself also is por- 
trayed in the Word of God as a 
Shepherd. It will do us good to con- 
sider these facts anew, and to med- 
itate on the grace of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ who, though He was rich, 
yet for our sakes became poor, that 
ee His poverty might be 

ch. 


The Shepherd's Prominence 


The relationship that the Lord 
Jesus Christ bears to those who 


inence is given to men whose occu- 
pation was the care of sheep — 
men like Abel, Moses, Joseph, Dav- 
id, and Amos. The reason for this 
is plain: In various aspects of 
their life and work these men fore- 
shadowed the Lord Jesus Christ in 
His love and care for His people. 
The Word of God presents Christ 

as: The Good Shepherd 

The Great Shepherd 

The Chief Shepherd 


As the Good Shepherd, He lays 
down His life for the sheep: “I am 
the good shepherd” (John 10:11). 

As the Great Shepherd, He inter- 
cedes for His people, as the ever- 
living Lord at the right hand of 
God: “That great shepherd of the 
sheep” (Heb. 13:20). 

As the Chief Shepherd, He is 
coming again to this earth, first to 
receive His church, the ‘‘members 
of his body,” and then to rule over 
the nations in power and majesty: 
“When the chief shepherd shall ap- 

., to him be glory forever” (I 
Pet. 5:4, 11). 

These three aspects of Christ’s 
shepherd ministry are set forth al- 
so in Psalms 22, 23, and 24. 

IN PSALM 22, Christ is the Good 
Shepherd, laying down His life for 
the sheep. Note the opening words; 
“My God, my God why hast thou 
forsaken me?’ The Psalm gives 


fixion of our Lord, even to the 


nt on K throughout Srom-| ese 


piercing of His hands and feet 
(v. 16). 

IN PSALM 24, Christ is the Chief 
Shepherd, returning to earth as 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 
This is the Psalm that says: “Lift 
up your heads, O ye gates; and be 
ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors; 
and the King of glory shall come 
in. Who is this King of Glory? The 
Lord strong and mighty, the Lords 
mighty in battle ... The Lord of- 
hosts, he is the King of glory.” 


Beween these two portions that 
deal with the death and the reign 
of Christ, there is another brief 
song, often called the Shepherd 
Psalm. 

IN: PSALM 23, Christ is the Great 
Shepherd, caring for His sheep. 


This is the Psalm that speaks of | 
resting, and leading, and feeding—  @ 
activities that are common to'us | 


all, 
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vary; in Psalm 24, we look og sian 


this es of our own 
in this meditation. 


The Shepherd's Protection 


On the rolling hills of Palestine, 
the shepherd would take his place 


above his flock, but never farfrom | 
them, watching intently against ~ 


any danger that might overtake 
the sheep. Likewise, from His posi- 
tion at the right hand of God, our 
Shepherd can observe the slightest 
trouble that affects His children. 
The Eastern shepherd would guard 
His sheep with his own body, plac- 
ing himself between them and their 
enemies. And Christ, the Great 
Shepherd, stands between us and 
all that would threaten to harm us. 


He is between us and danger; be- | 


tween us and trouble; between us 

and death, and none of these things 

can touch us without passing first 

through Him. 

“Never a heartache and never a 
groan, 

Never a teardrop and never a 
moan, 

Never a danger, but there on the 
throne, 

Moment by moment He thinks of 

His own.” 

There are two outlines of the 
Twenty-Third Psalm that may be 
suggested here. The.first one has to 
do with Christ’s protecting care for 
His own. 
With me 


“the Lord” (v. 1). 


I —— 


(Continued on page four) 


(Continued on page two) 


tute (Auditorium seats 4,000). 


Chureh of the-Open Door and Los Angeles Bible Insti- 


Beneath me ........ 
“green pastures” 
/ 3 (v. 2) 
Beside me.. “still 
: /, waters” (v. 2) 
: Before me.... “the 
- . table’ (v. 'B) 


. 4“ _, After me ..“good- 
hess and mercy” 
(v 6) 

In life, in death 
and in eternity, 
the one who puts 


. aes 


Provision 


Shows the Bey” 


(Continued on 
page two) 


In Psalm 22, we see Mount Cal- 4 


ers : ea 
experiences that we are concerned “* 


his trust in Christ  § 
is absolutely safe. & 


The Shepherd's 


There is a sec- 2a 
i ond outline of the 7 
a 23rd Psalm that | 
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“IT IS FINISHED” 


(Continued from page one) 


joy, surely, He entered into in this 
dying moment on the cross when 
He shouted, “It is finished.’”’ Isaiah 
53:11 prophesied about the future 
suffering of the Saviour and said, 
“He shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall be satisfied.” Cer- 
tainly we know that Jesus is now 
satisfied with the precious souls 
bought by His death on the cross. 
But I am persuaded that the Holy 
Spirit who inspired Isaiah to write 


‘that passage did not understand it 


any better than the Lord Jesus, 
then with the Father, understood 
it before He came to earth, And 
Jesus, long ahead of time ,saw the 
blessed results that would be pur- 
chased by His death. That glad 


anticipation led Him through His 


sufferings and was climaxed in the 


in His face! No more the crown of 
thorns and the borrowed purple 
robe! No more the Via Dolorosa, 
the way of sorrows, stumbling out 
through the gate of the city to 
the place called Calvary! No more 
the howl of the rabble, the sharp 
pain of. the spikes through His 
hands and through His feet! No 
more the jeering and cursing of the 
thieves, the railing of the high 
priests, the mockery of the crowd! 
No mote the torment of flies, the 
hot sun beating upon His unpro- 
tected head while His life ebbed 
away, dripping’ in the blood from 
His hands and feet. No more the 
three hours’ dark blackness. No 
more the awful thirst and the taste 
of bitter gall and the biting sting 
of vinegar. No more suffering! “It 
is finished.” 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


things and by Him all things hold 
together or consist. After some 


thirty-three years of exile from 


glory in poverty, in reproach, made 
in the likeness of sinful man and 
after a horrible death made more 
horrible by the callous indifference 
or the rabid hate of those He came 
to save, Jesus passed in a moment 
to all that glory and power with 


the Father again! No wonder He 


cried with a loud voice, “It is fin- 


ished.” 


I have heard my uncle tell of his 


homecoming after the four years’ 
absence and struggle in the Con- 


federate Army during the Civil 
War. I saw a letter the other day 
from a man in the Texas Peni- 
tentiary who was now eligible for 
parole and so expected to be re- 
leased after many years of impri- 
sonment. The eagerness with which 
he awaited the day when he would 


go free was tremendously moving. 


I remember the day when we sol- 


lence until it could not be satisfied 
without the death of Christ, an 
that death to be accompanied by 
unlimited torture! 


Do you want to. see how wicked 
is this human race? Then set down 
among us-@ pure and holy one, 
God’s own Son, blameless and pure, 
doing and saying only what every 


tion incarnate, goodness personi- 
fied: And one-would find that in any 
age, and among any people the 
with an awful hatred that could 


murder as it was expressed before. 


soul’ as one blasphemer put it. 


man ought to do and say, perfec- 


Lord Jesus Christ would be hated 
only be expressed in torture and 


In all ages some men have shak- 
en their futile fists at God and 
cursed Him. In all ages some have 
dared God to do His worst, claim- 
ing that they were ‘masters of 
their fate and captains of their 


There have been Ingersolls, Vol- 
aires, Hitlers, Stalins, and Neros. 


Friday, June 2, 1944 


“] THE SHEPHERD 


OF BETHLEHEM 


(Continued from page one) 


cious provision that is to be found 
tn Christ. There are six words, 
each beginning with the letter “P.” 


1. POSSESSION. “The Lord is my 
shepherd.” 

You will note that in most Bi- 
bles the word “LORD,” in Psalm 
23:1, is printed in capital letters. 
This is to indicate that the word 
really is Jehovah, ‘‘the self-existent 
One, the eternal I AM.” How won- 
derful it is that the Lord in His 
might, ‘the Lord in His majes- 
ty, the Lord in His glory, is 
my Shepherd! To say that 
the Lord is a Shepherd is pictorial; 
to say that He is the Shepherd is 
appreciative, but to say that he 
is my Shepherd is altogether sat- 


joyful cry before He died. diers in the camp knew that the isfying in its deepest implications. 


But none of these could ever ex-| A 


@ 


It was this hour to which Jesus 
looked forward continually. John 
7:30 tells us that the Jews could 
no kill Jesus ahead of time, “be- 
cause his hour was not yet come.” 
Again in John 8:20 the Jews did 
not seize Jesus and kill Him, as 
they would have liked to do, “for 
his hour was not yet come.’ 
Then in Jonn 12:23, the night of 
the Gethsemane experience, when 
He was betrayed by Judas; the 
night before the crucifixion it was, 
Jesus said, ‘“‘The hour is come, that 
the Son of man should be glori- 
fied.” In John 17:1, Jesus, in the 
high priestly prayer, said, “Father, 
the hour is come; glorify thy Son.” 
So when Jesus ‘died, it could be 
with a shout of relief. Now his 
hour is come to be glorified. In a 
few moments His spirit will be 
with the Father and in three days 
His body will be raised up, glori- 
fied. This hour was in the mind of 
Jesus all along and now it has 
come and the sufferings’ are fin- 
ished! 


But remember that the crucifix- 
ion was only the climax, not the 
whole story. Remember that the 
crucifixion was simply the closing 
scene of the drama. Jesus had been 
born in a world where there was no 
room for Him and laid as a baby 
in a manger. An infant, yet Herod 
had sought to kill Him. His earth- 
ly youth was one of poverty as well 
as His adulthood. The foxes of the 
earth had holes, and the birds had 
nests, but He had not where to lay 
His head. Wherever He travelled, 
He walked and did not ride. He had. 
not one coin to give to the tax 
gatherer until Peter caught a fish 
and took the coin from its mouth 
(Matt. 17:27). So far as we know, 
He had never any property, all His 
life long, more valuable than one 
seamless robe for which the sol- 
diers cast lots when He died. Je- 
sus felt the sting of poverty, all 
the oppression of the weak, all the 
want of the poor that anybody else 
had ever suffered. But that was not 
all. He suffered continually the 
hate, fearful and horrible and 


‘on November 11, 1918. What laugh- 


first World War had ended 


ing and crying and praising and re- 
joicing! Horns and whistles blew, 
bells rang, wash tubs were tied on 


press mankind’s hatred for God, All 
the bloodshed on all the battle- 
fields of all the wars of all ages 
have not shown forth man’s wick- 


behind automobiles, 


were finished. 


ll. THE REVELATION OF MAN'S 


SIN WAS FINISHED WHEN 
JESUS DIED 


Read again our text, but with 


it read the two preceding verses: 


and every 
noise-making device men could 
think of were used to express our 
tremendous relief that the war, the 
bloodshed, separation from loved 
ones, the dark uneertainties were 
finished, or soon would be! I have 
read of the escape from Devil’s 
Island of a convict who had spent 
most of his adult years there. 
These things can only picture 
faintly the tremendous relief, the 
joy unspeakable that our Saviour 
must have felt when the suffering, 
the exile from Heaven and the 
weakness of His human incarnation 


if they could. 


edness like the blood that was 
poured ouf at Calvary! All the in- 
dignities, all the debauchery, all 
the raping of innocent girls, all 
the starving of civilian population, 
all the bombing and strafing and 
torpedoing of non-combatants of 
the World War, do not show so 
perfectly man’s insatiable wicked- 
ness, man’s hatred for God, men’s 
bent to sinning, like what they did 
to Jesus Christ shows them. When 
He ministered among men and then 
was betrayed, denied, tried, con- 
demned, crucified and tormented 
and mocked while He died, that 
showed what men would do to God 


Never before nor since could men 
‘spit on God, as they spat on Christ, 
Who was God made flesh. Mankind 
would never have another chance 
to nail God to a cross of wood, to 
pluck out God’s beard, to scourge 


colporteur, going through 
Switzerland, saw a little shepherd 
boy minding his flock. Taking out 
his Bible, the man tried to teach 
the little fellow to read the Tweny- 
Third Psalm, but he failed, The boy 
could learn only the first five 
words, and he memorized these by 
saying them on his five fingers,-a 
finger for each word: “The Lord is 
my shepherd.” 


The colporteur left Kim, and it 
was not until four years later that 
he was able to return. He was in- 
terested to know about the boy, 
and sought him out in his home. 
The child's mother received him 
graciously, and when she found he 
was the man who had taught. her 
son the Scripture verse, she said 
with tears: “My boy is dead, but 
he said that if I ever saw you, I 
should tell you that he died hold- 


(Continued on page three) 


and deepest expression in all the 
world. 


And so today the man who mur- 


There was never any reluctance 

in the Saviour’s mind about all that 
‘the Father had given Him to do. 
. He did not shirk the suffering. 
| When they nailed Him to the cross, 
_ He did not moan, He did not strug- 


“After this, Jesus knowing that 
all things were now accomplished, 
that the Scripture might be ful- 
filled, saith, I thirst. | 

“Now there was set a vessel full 
of vinegar: and they filled a 


His holy back with the Roman 
cat-of-nine-tails. Never in God’s 
universe, except when God the Son 
was crucified, could men do what 
they would like to do with God. 
This is the depth of human in- 


ders has not reached the depths of 
sin. The woman who is a harlot 
has not gone the lowest that a 7 
woman can go. The poor victim of pie 
dope, the drunkard, the convict — igo 
| these are yet the worst ted sinners, : ee 


Satanic, of lost men, everywhere 
He went. 

When he went back to Galilee 
and entered the synagogue He had 
attended, we. suppose, for long 
he aft He was filled with the 


‘le. _Rather He was “as a sheep 
fore her shearers is dumb,”, and 
Mopeneth not his mouth” (Isa. 53: 


a‘ 7). JesuS gave Himself as freely 


as the Father gave His Son. He 
said in John 8:11, “The cup which 
my Father hath given me, shall I 
not drink it?” I say that Jesus 
never sought to avoid and never 
even wanted to avoid the sufferings 
of His life and of the cross. In 


mainletry, t 


public 


REE Bact sors 


hen : 
mon pe then tried to throw Him 


over the brow of a hill in their| 


hate! How many times, we are told 
that the Pharisees and Scribes 
sought to slay Him, or that the 
Pharisees took up stones to stone 
Him! People said that He cast out 
devils by the prince of devils.When 


spunge with vinegar, and put it 
upon PYSBORy a8. put it fe hig) pravity. This , 


mouth. 


finished: and he bowed his head, 
and gave up the ghost” (John 19: 
28-30). 


Jesus in His dying thirst, with 
the blood draining away. from His 
“I thirst!” Then they 


body. said, 


' “When Jesus tharefore. had re- 
ceived the vinegar, he said, It is 


a m S 


horrible Godlessness Suan hand 


love. 


iquity, This is the een im ah _ oe nor the. 


and voices and wills and emotions 
have .ever had a chance to reveal!- 
When Jesus died, all human wick- 
edness was revealed for what it 
really is: a hatred for God, a re- 
viling of mercy, a scorn of His 
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human beings can commit. To de- 
liberately turn away from Jesus 
Christ; to deny Him their heart’s’ 

love and devotion, to deny Him the 
surrender and trust which are His 
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due is the lowest depths to which 
Luke 12:50 Jesus said, “I. have a| Jesus demanded repentance, mul-| gipned a sponge. in vinegar and| Let this teach us then, that] a wicked human heartcan descend. 
baptism to be baptized with, and| titudes followed Him no more and| gaye Him vinegar to drink. That,| there is no sin to be compared to| When a ul, of his own choice, re- 
how am I straitened till it be ac-| Jesus turned, sadly, to His dis- 


some way, seemed to cap all the 
indignities heaped upon Him. Some 
commentators have thought that 
the vinegar and gall first given 
Him when He was nailed on the 
cross and the vinegar given Him 
just before His death, were given 
in mercy, and to ease His pain, but 
that does not seem likely. The 
above verses indicate that the vine- 
gar had some spiritual meaning, 
and that Jesus said, “I thirst” in 


the sin of rejecting Christ. A race 
that hates Jesus Christ and cruci- 
fies Him, or the individuals who 
learn of His love and his atoning 
death for sinners and still reject 
Him, have reached the lowest depth 
of sin. For when men had done 
their worst, Jesus said ,“It is fin- 
ished.’”’ What could be added to 
such sin to make it worse? — 


When Jesus died even the Phar- 
isees and Scribes and elders had 


jects the Saviour and becomes a 
participant in His torment and His 
death, then human sin has reached 
its worst and the fullest expression 
of human sin is finished. The por- 
trayal of man’s wickedness, the 
outbreakig of his hate toward God 
is finished in tne death of Christ. - 
The way Jesus died proved that 
He had to die ,that there was no 
other way to save a race so de- 
praved, so fallen, so sinful. The 


ciples and said, “Will ye also go 
away?” (John 6:67). He knew that 
He was born to die. He knew that 
human hate only waited God’s al- 
lowance before it would pour on 
Him all the spite that demon-in- 
spired men could ‘have for the Son 
of God. He knew that even His own 
beloved disciples would one of them 
betray Him, another deny Him, and 
all would leave Him. I think we 


complished!” Oh, He could never 
relax a moment from centering on 
the crucifixion and the final tri- 
umph when the debt should be paid 
and the suffering all done, and 
when He should have again the 
glory that He had with the Father 
before the world began. How He 
was straitened until it was accom- 
plished! The attitude of mind of 
. he dear Loru Jesus as He faced the 


cross is expressed by that marvel- 
ous prophecy in Isaiah 50:6,7, 

“I gave my back to the smiters, 
and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair: I hid not my 
face from shame and spitting. 

“For the Lord God will help me, 
therefore shall I not be confound- 
ed: therefore have I set my face 
like a flint, and I know that I shall 
not be ashamed.” 

Hundreds of years before Jesus 
was born it was written of Him 
that He would give His back to 
the smiters, and His cheeks to 
them that plucked off the hair, and 
that He would not turn away His 
face from shame and spitting be- 
cause He knew His heavenly Fa- 
ther would help Him. All along Je- 
sus could say, “Therefore have I 
set my face like a flint” in going 
toward the cross..And He knew 
that He.would not be ashamed. 
With such wholly resolution, with 
such infinite concentration, with 
such exultant faith, Jesus went 
through the ordeals leading to the 
cross all His life, and then upon 
the cross itself. And then when it 
was all over, He could gladly cry 
with a loud voice, “It is finished.” 
His sufferings were finished. 

Now he will feel no more the 
shameful traitor’s kiss. Now He 
will hear no more Simoni Peter, the 
first of His disciples, cursing and 
swearing and saying, “I tell-you, I 
know not the man!” No more the 


mockery of Pilate’s court, nor the 


fake trial before the Sanhedrin. 
No more the blindfolding, the 
plucking out of His beard, the spit 


| 


‘which He created, under the Fa- 


are right in believing that when 
Jesus died and said, “It is fin- 
ished,” it was a cry of triumph 
that such a life in such an un- 
friendly world, among such sinful 
peopel, was done at last! 


But the cry of Jesus was not 
only a cry of relief over the ending. 
of His career under such circum- 
stances. It was also a cry of joy 
that His exile from Heaven was 
over. Can you imagine how gladly 
the angels serve the Lord Jesus in 
Heaven?. Can you imagine what 
praises, what adoration, what won- 
der are expressed in the voices and 
in the faces of angels in glory and 
of all: the sanctified throng of the 
redeemed whose spirits are now 
in Heaven, as they contemplate the 
Lord Jesus? Oh, if the Lord Jesus 
was glad to be done with His ca- 
reer of poverty and dishonor and 
shame and suffering,. He - was 
doubly glad to go back to the Fa- 
ther, back to the love of the angels, 
back to the fullness of His own 
glory and power which He had 
temporarily laid aside. Instead of 
ranking as a village carpenter or 
a wandering teacher and being 
counted an imposter or a crank,, 
Christ now would sit down on the 
right hand of the Father! Now 
He knows all that God the Father 
knows. Now He runs the universe 


ther’s direction. Colossians 1:16 
tells us that all things in Heaven 
and in earth, visible and invisible, 
were created by . s Christ and 
for Him. And the 1 verse tells 
us that af present He fe before al 


order that the Scriptures might be 
fulfilled. When Jesus had sipped 
that vinegar, He said “It is fin- 
ished.” Surely that sour ~vinegar 
represented all the kindness and 
goodness of the human race turned 
sour, fermented and bitter. It} 
seems to me that vinegar must 
have pictured all that is in man- 
kind gone sour, spoiled, decayed, 
and turned against Jesus and God. 
When mankind offered the Lord 
Jesus Christ vinegar in His dying 
thirst, it was the last expression 


been sated with the torture, the 
agony, the blood of the Saviour. 
They had cursed Him, blasphemed 
Him, laughed at Him, spit upon 
Him, plucked out His 
gnashed upon Him with their teeth, 
railed at Him. Now when they gave 
Him vinegar for the last time,they 
were done. They went to the gover- 
nor, Pilate, and. begged him to 
break the legs of all three who 
were crucified there and take their 
bodies down from the cross. They 


beard, 


of human hatred against God, the 
deepest dyed manifestation of hu- 
ainst 

and 


man wickedness and spite a 
goodness and holiness of: 
His Son! 


Do you need new evidence of 
umankind‘ 


the wickedness. of 
Then read again the gospels. 


See how men hated Jesus Christ 
without a cause. See how they hat- 
ed Him for casting out devils, hat- 
ed Him for healing the sick, hated 
to the 
blind, hated Him for doing good. 
When he cast out devils He was 
called Beelzebub, the prince of dev- 
‘ils. When he taught them of God 
His Father, He was called a blas- 
phemer. Because He ate with sin- 


Him for. restoring sight 


blood, and gorged on the flesh, 
and gnawed the bones of their vie- 
tims, until théy cannot eat more; 


these wicked Pharisees, so these 


?| howling thousands, so these hard- 
ened soldiers have had enough of 


the torment of Jesus. They can 
think of no further indignities, no 
further pains they could inflict up- 
on Him. Their minds are sated, 
their anger cooled. So the Phari- 
sees hasten piously to their homes 
to partake of the rite of the Pass- 
over Supper, little thinking they 
themselves had seen God’s. only 
Passover Lamb die. The multitude 
departs to other scenes and other 


were like beasts of prey with full 
bellies who have lapped up the 


and they slink away to sleep. So 


ners and loved them and forgave 
them He was.called a glutton and a 
winebibber. He did good and no 
evil. Hée helped men and never 
wronged one. He spake as never 
man spake, He made the winds| 
and waves obey Him. He raised 
the dead. Not once. did any man 
ever convict Him’of sin. Yet the 


hatred against Christ grew in vio-| awful 


we Ce as 


pleasures, worn out by the excite- 
ment and thé hot feelings of the 
long day. The soldiers are réady 
to kill these convicted ones, see 
‘the bodies removed, pick up the 
garments they have divided among 
themselves and depart. So Jesus 
shouted, “It is finished!” And I 
think He a surely, that man’s 

. hed made its final 
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revelation of man’s sin was finished 
when Jesus died. 


lll. THE WRATH OF GOD ON 
ALL THE SINS COMMITTED TO 


JESUS, WAS FINISHED 

The saddest part of the crucifix- 
ion for the Lord Jesus,*no doubt, 
was the fact that He became, for 
the time being, a sinner in His 
Father’s sight. Peter 2:24 says that 
He “his own self bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree.” It is 
not that Jesus bore the penalty 
of our sins alone, but that. He bore 
the sins themselves. When Jesus 
died*on the cross for our sins, in 
actual fact it was the innocent dy- 
ing for the guilty, but in the mind 
and heart of God, and in the mind 
of Jesus Himself, it was in some 
sense, the Guilty One His 
own sins. God looked upon His 
Son as if He were a-sinner, and Je- 


sus felt Himself. forsaken of the . 


Father, as any wicked sinner dying 
and going to Hell would erence 
feel himself forsaken of God. 
Second Corinthians 5:21 _ says, 
“For he hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness 
of God in him.” So the Father 
made Jesus to be sin. Thus -God 
can look upon us as those He has 
made actually righteous: We are 
accounted righteous now when we 
are not. But eventually, when the 
work of the cross is co mpleted, we ° 
will -actually be hteous ‘like 
Christ.. God Cine not upon us 


believers a8 poor vile mere cae : 5 . 


1. 


we 


(Continued from page two) 


ing! the fourth finger of his hand— 
‘The Lord is my shepherd.’ ” 


2. POSITION. “He maketh me to lie 
down in gréen pastures: he leadeth 
me beside the still waters.” 

It is said that a hungry sheep 
never will lie down. The fact that 
it does so is an indication that it is 
satisfied. We are told that sheep 
will not drink from turbulent wa- 
ters, but only from a quiet source. 
It is in the quiet times of the day 
—especially during the early 


‘morning watch-—-that the Lord 


speaks to our hearts and makes 
known to us the deepest lessons. — 
_In Christ there is not only salva- 
tion, but also complete satisfactiort. 
He desires that we shall know the 
secret of the quiet place,suggested 
by the “still waters,” that we may 
enter into a deeper, experimental 
knowledge of Him. We may say 
triumphantly: 
“Jesus, I am resting, resting, 

In the joy of what Thou art; 
I am finding out the greatness 

Of thy loving heart.” 


3. PROMISE. “He restoreth my soul: 
he leadeth me in the paths of right- 
eousness for his name’s sake.” 

Restoration and salvation should 
not be confused. The sinner who 
comes to Christ in faith and ac- 


THE SHEPHERD OF BETHLEHEM 


half becomes a rew creature in 


joy of salvation. In that sense we 


Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5:17; John 
0:24). He is “born again,’’ and does 
not thereafter lose his salvation, 
though he may — sadly — lose the 


are: 
“Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
Prone to leave the God I love.” 


But — “he restoreth.” The manner 
in which Christ restores us to fel- 
lowship is shown in I. John 1:9: 
“If we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness.”’ His restoration of us 
is for a purpose — to lead 
us in paths of righteousness. One 
can not be restored, and sit idly 
wih folded arms. The latter condi- 
ion would be worse than the first. 
When the Lord restored Peter, He 
also commissioned him: ‘‘Feed my 
sheep ... feed my lambs.’ 


4. PROGRESS. “Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for 


thou art with me; thy rod and thy, 


staff they comfort me.” 


There are two applications of 
this verse. The first has to do with 
the experience of physical death. 
With that thought in mind, what 
a sweet message this is! The verse 
Says the “I walk” at that time. I 


do not run, as though I were 
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afraid, but I walk with all the con- 
fidence of a ‘child in company with 
a strong father. One does not tarry 
in the valley; he walks through. 
There is no gloom; it is not the 
dark valley, as it is often called, 
but “the valley of the shadow’ — 
and shadows presuppose | light. 
When we pass through the shadow, 
the Light of the World will Himself 
be at our side! : 

There is a second meaning in 
this verse, and it has to do with the 
life of the Christian here on earth. 
The Psalm implies that, spiritually, 
there is a death that is necessary 
and desirable. Paul said, “Ye are 
dead; and your life is hid with 
Christ in God” (Col. 3:3). To ex- 
perience this‘ kind of death will be 
painful to the carnal nature; but 
in this, too, the believer may say 
with joy, “Thou art with me.” 
When one reaches the place where 
he counts himself and all that he 
possesses as dead, and therefore 
not worth his notice in comparison 
with the life that is his in Christ, 
then he has attained the position in 
which all the blessings of the re- 
mainder of the Psalm become his. 


5. PROVISION. “Thou preparest a 

table before me in the presence of 

mine enemies: thou anointest my 

head with oil; my cup runneth 
over.” 


Three benefits are named here: 


the prepared table, the anointed 
head and the overflowing cup. 


Let us think of the prepared ta- 
ble. The Eastern shepherd, when 
he was about to lead his flock into 
a field, often would discover small 
snake holes in the ground. He 
knew the snakes would bite the 
noses of the sheep as they grazed, 
and that while this action was not 
seriously harmful, it annoyed the 
sheep. The shepherd, therefore, 
would destroy the trouble-makers 
before he led the sheep into the 
field. Thus the pasture became a 
place of peaceful satisfaction —a 
prepared table. The Lord Jesus 
desires that, with every fretting 
care removed, we may feast quiet- 
ly on the Word. 


There is also the anointed head. 
At nightfall, the shepherd would 
carefully examine each sheep. If 
any one of them had bruised itself 
during the day, or if its fieece had 
been torn, the shepherd would ap- 
ply the healing oil. Among His 
children, there is no wound of the 
flesh or of the spirit that escapes 
the notice of the Shepherd-Lord. 
He gives “the oil of gladness for 
the spirit of heavineess’— and 
what a healing ointment that is! 


Finally, there is the overflowing 
cup. When a shepherd gathered 
his sheep into the fold, he would 
stand at the door; in fact, he him- 
self acually was the door. He called 
each sheep by name. He observed 
whether it was weary, or sick, or 
thirsty, and he brought the horn 


cepts His atoning work on his be- 
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of water for each needy one to 
have a long refreshing drink, 


thus declared Himself in John 10. 

There is a little chorus that child- 

dren someimes sing: 

“One Door and only One. and yet 
its sides are two; 

The inside and the outside: 
which side are you?” 

Through Jesus Christ we go in for 

salvation, and out for service. 

There is no other way.. 


6. PROSPECT. “Goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the-days of my 
life: and I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever.” 

The faithful shepherd always 
precedes his sheep, but the shep- 
herd dog walks atter them. F. B. 
Meyer used to explain that “good- 
ness’’ and “mercy” are like two 
shepherd dogs: they follow us 
closely, and we are ever the re- 
cipients of the blessings of their 
presence. : | 

“You may feel today that good- 


but when you stand in the Glory, 
and look back over the way God 
has led, you will find that even dur- 
ing the days of darkness, stress, 
and seeming tragedy, goodness and 
mercy have been in your path, and 
Romans 8:28 has been true in your 
life. } 

We shall “dwell in the house of 
the Lord for ever’ —that is, we 
shall be eternally at home. When 
we reach the Father’s house, we 
shall be in the land of the living. 
This world is the abode of the dy- 
mg, and we are reminded of that 
fact every day. 

When I visited Australia a few 
years ago, I went into the church 
that I had attended as a lad. The 
rector I had known had passed 
away, but the young man who had 
taken his place was very kind 
about showing me over the. build- 
ing. 

I recalled the names of people 
who had occupied various pews, 
and I asked, “‘Are they living?” 

The reply was the same for 
them all. They all were gone, and 
I was brought face to face with 
the fact that we live in a land of 
death. 

But before very long, all of us 
who-are born again through faith 
in Jesus Christ shall “dwell in the 


house ofthe Lord”’— not for a “ih, 
somceey: not for a millenium, but, 


forever. 


A group of men on one of the 


battlefronts of the present conflict 
were asked what they wanted the 
most after the war. A surprising 
number of them answered some- 
thing like this: “I want a place to 
go home to —a friendly place that 
is safe,” 

For the establishment on earth 


of that kind of sanctuary, men are 


willing to suffer and die. And yet 
such a dwelling never could be 
wholly friendly or entirely safe, for 
it would be located still in a world 
of sin. 

But there is ‘‘a place to go home 
to’ —a perfect place. The En- 
trance to it is a Person, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Shepherd of 
Bethlehem: “By me if any man en- 
ter in, he shall be saved” (John 
10:9). 

“Are you coming Home, ye lost 
ones? 

Behold, your Lord doth wait; 
Come, then, no longer linger, 

Come, ere it be too late; 

Will you come and let Him save 
you? . 

O trust His love and might! 

Will you come while He is calling, 

Are you coming Home tonight?” 
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ought to be in Hell, sinners whom 
He has only condescended to save 
for His Son’s sake. No, rather He 
looks upon us as dear and right- 
eous and good, as His own beloved 
children, since we have been made 
righteous in His sight in the death 
or His Son in our stead. 

The most horrible thing about 
the crucifixion was not the physical 
sufferings. Other men have died, 
have died horribly, have been tor- 
tured, broken on the rack, burned 
at the stake. Other men have been 
crucified. But Jesus suffered for 
us what no other being ever could 
suffer, in that He actually bore 
our sins, as well as the penaity for 
our sins. 

When the climax of the cruci- 
fixion came, fulfilling the prophecy 
of Psalm 22:1, Jesus cried out, ““‘My 
God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?’’.In that twenty-second 
Psalm, the heart-cry of Jesus on 
the cross is further revealed. 
Verses 1 and-2 there give us the 
rest of the prayer of Jesus; “Why 
art thou so far from helping me, 
and from the words of my roaring 7? 
O my God, I cry in the daytime, 
but thou hearest not; and in the 
night season, and am not silent.” 
‘that prayer, prophecied hundreds 
of years before the crucifixion, tells 
us that Jesus prayed to the Father 
during the three hours of the light, 
(“in ‘the daytime’) when He w 

on the cross, and He continued to 
cry through the three hours of 
darkness, (‘the night season.’’) 
But God did not hear! The prayers 
of Jesus on the cross were the 
prayers suitable to a wicked dying 
sinner, coming to his just end. ‘That 
prayer was addressed to God, not 
as “Father,” but as “My God.” On 
the cross Christ could not count 
Himself the Son of God, but must 
count Himself a sinner. And God 
‘the Father turned His head away, 
and though the Father’s heart was 
broken the same as the Son’s, He 
could not hear Him pray. This is 
the only time that Jesus ever 
_. prayed and was not heard. And the 
es reason is that here He was taking 
_ the wd ate of a poor, doomed, Hell- 


ing sinner, with all the sins 


OS cee of the world upon Him. Since the 
- tragic cry, “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?”’, 
sook Jesus as a vile sinner, dying 
in his sins, ought to be forsaken. 
But before Jesus died on the 


God for- 


cross, the wrath of God on His 
own Son, in the sinner’s place, was 
finished. Jesus felt Himself out 
from under the Father’s wrath. Je- 
sus felt anew the flood-tides of the 
Father’s presence! He cried with a 
loud -voice, “It is finished!” The 
wrath of God against His Son, as 
one who was legally a sinner, was 
all done. With this thought in 
mind, we can understand Luke 23: 
46, “And when Jesus had cried 
with a ioud voice (He cried, ‘It is 
finished’) He said, Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit; and 
having said thus, he gave up the 
ghost.” When Jesus was dying 
with the sins of the world upon 
Him, when He talked to God He 
had to say, “My God,” because He 
could uot say, “My Father.” But 
now that He has cried, “It is fin- 
ished,’ He can also say, “Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spir- 
it.” Before it was finished, Jesus 
had to say, ‘My God.” After it was 
finished, He could say, “Father.” 

Surely Jesus had this in mind 
when He shouted with such a loud 
voice, “It is finished,” before He 
gave up His spirit. God’s wrath on 
sin, as borne by His Son, is fin- 
ished! 

Sinners who do not lay their sins 
on Jesus, by faith, accepting Him 
as their Sin-bearer, their atoning 
Saviour, must meet their own sins 
in Hell and judgment. All who go 
“without Christ to death miist go 
under the fearful wrath of God and 
meet His avenging, righteous in- 


- dignation against their sin. But* 


how I thank God I can say it, all 
the sins left to Jesus to settle with 
God for have been already settled 
for, and God’s wrath on those sins 
is satisfied and fiftished. 


IV. THE CEREMONIAL SACRI- 
FICES AND PRIESTHOOD WERE 


FINISHED WHEN JESUS DIED. 
Colossians 2:14-17 tells us that 


& ~« the handwriting of ordinances (the 


ceremonial law) was nailed to the 


4 , --eross of Christ and that they are 


not binding on us; that the laws 
concerning what was ceremonially 
clean to eat or to drink, ceremonial 


— holy aya, new moons, ‘ahd sab-. 


baths, are not required of us. We 
are not to be judged by them. All 
these were the shadow but the 
body is Christ! When Christ was 
crucified, these shadows and types 
and symbols were done away with. 

The week of the crucifixion Jesus 
grieved over Jerusalem and said, 
*O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that 


killest the prophets, and stonest 
| them which are sent unto thee, how 


often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not! Behola 
your house is left unto you de- 
solate.” (Matt. 23:37, 38). The 
temple was to be lett desolate! 
When Jesus died, there was no 
more use for priestly ceremonies 
and animal-sacrifices. Christ, the 
high priest, had come Himself to 
be our mediator! Christ, the Lamb 
of God, had been offered, Himselt 
to pay for our sins! This passing 
of the temple as a central and es- 
sential place of worship was in- 
dicated before by the Saviour in 
John 4: 21, 23, when He said, ‘““Wo- 


man, believe me, the hour cometh, 


when ye shall neither in this moun- 
tain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship 
the Father... But the hour com- 
eth, and now is, when the true wor- 
shippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth: for the Fa- 
ther seeketh such to worship him.,”’ 


&;| When the temple was left desolate, 


Jerusalem was no longer an ap- 
pointed and necessary place of 
worship, with all the ceremonies 
and types that pictured the coming 
of Christ. They are finished ana 
needed no more. Regarding them, 
Jesus said, “It is finished!’ Let us 
remember that for centuries all the 
animal sacrifices ever offered by 
divine authority were only types 
and pictures of the Saviour who 
one day would come. The blood of 
bulls and goats could never take 
away sin. 

Hebrews 10: 11-18 says: 

“And every priest standeth daily 
ministering and offering often 
times the same sacrifices, which 
can never take away sins: 7 

But.this man, after he had of- 


| fered one sacrifice for sins forever, 


sat down on the right hand of God. 
From henceforth expecting till his 
enemies be made his footstool. 

For by one offering he hath per- 
fected for ever them that are-sanc- 
tified. 

Whereof the Holy Ghost also is 
a witness to us: for after that he 
had said before, 

“This is the covenant that I will 
make with them after those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my laws 
into their hearts, and in their 
minds will I write them; 

And their sins and iniquities will 
I remember no more. 

Now where remission of these is, 
there is no more offering for. sin.” 

The priests of the Old Testament 
day by day continually offered sac- 
rifices that could never take away 
sins. Christ ‘offered one sacrifice 
for sins for ever,’ and then sat 
down because His work was fin- 
ished. Then verse 14 tells us, “‘For 
by one offering he hath perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified.” 


Then verse 18 tells us, “Now 


where remission of these is, there 


is no. more offering for sin.’’ Hence 
there will never be any reason for 
other sacrifices for sin. Our Roman 
Catholic friends who “elevate the 
host” and think that Catholic 
priests offer again a sacrifice ac- 
ceptable to God in the mass, are 
mistaken. They say that the bread 
actually becomes the body of Jesus, 
and that the wine actually becomes 
the blood of Jesus, and that these 
are offered anew in the sacrifice. 
But thanks be to God, since Jesus 
died and sins are remitted, “there 
is no more offering for sin.” And 
again in the same chapter, verse 
26 says, “There remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins.” All sacrifices 
meant to atone for sin are now 
out of date. Concerning all such 
things Jesus cried, “It is finished” 
when He had paid the price in full 
and fulfilled all the types and sha- 
dows and ended them all. It is as 
much presumption to offer bread 
and wine as the sacrifice, repre- 
senting Jesus Christ as it would be 
to offer a lamb on a Jewish altar 
now, since Jesus died. 

It is equally true that priests are 
out of date since Jesus, the great 
High Priest, came to fulfill the 
types and shadows: of the priest- 
hood. If there are no sacrifices to 
offer, then there is no need for a 
priest. In Hebrews 4: 14-16 is this 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


blessed exhortation: 

“Seeing tnen that we have a 
great high priest, that is passed 
into the neavens, Jesus the son or 
God, let us hold tast our profession. 

“y'or we have not an nigh priest 
which cannot be touched witn the 
reeling of our infirmities; but was 
in ali points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. 

“pet us theretore come boldly 
unto the throne’ ot grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and hind grace 
co nelp in time or need.” 


I need no Jewish priest at smok- 
ing altars, offering iambs and bul- 
i0OCKS and goats and pigeons. Uhrist 
my High vrriest, has ottered His 
own biood in the Holy ot Holies 
in Heaven and now sits at the right 
nand of God. He ever liveth to 
make intercession for us according 
to the will of God. Likewise I neea 
no Catholic priest to offer the mass 
or administer extreme unction or 
other so-called “sacrament.” Christ 
is my High Priest. And I need no 
Virgin Mary to intercede with 
Christ: There are no saints to 
whom I need to pray. “For Christ 


ness to every one that believeth 
(Rom. 10:4). He is the end of the 
sacrifices of the law, the end of 
the priests of the law. All these 
are finished when Jesus died. All 
believers are priests now, in the 
sense that all have a right to pray. 
But no one now is needed as a 
priest for others besides Jesus 
Christ. 

I do not know if there were oth- 
er sacrifices offered in the temple 
after Jesus died, though I suppose 
there were, until Titus desroyed 
the temple in A. D. 70. But I 
know that those sacrifices were not 
acceptable to God. He had already 
received the one sacrifice that for 
ever puts away sin. So when -Jesus 
died, He cried aloud, “It is fin- 
ished.’”’ The sacrifices, the priest- 
nood are finished. 


V. ETERNAL SALVATION FOR 
EVERY BELIEVER WAS FINISHED 
WHEN JESUS DIED 


All over the world people are 
trying to DO something for their 
salvation, trying to pay their = 
to Heaven, trying to appease God 
One school of thought says that 
when a man is saved he is only 
saved tionally, he is put on 
probation, his saivation still de- 
pends upon his “holding out faith- 
cul unto the end.” 

I have just reviewed quotations 
I found in a Sunday School. quar- 
terly, claiming to tell the way of 
salvation. That Sunday School 
quarterly says that to become a 
Christian, one must believe Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God, must re- 
pent of all past sins, must be bap- 
tized, must make public confession 
of Christ, and that after this to be 
a Christian means that ‘fone must 
live a life conformed in thought, 
feeling, purpose, word, and deed to 


the teachings of God’s Word,” Re- 
member that the writer is deliber- 
ately telling how to be a Christian 


that he has “‘the promise of a home 
in Heaven throughout the limitless 
ages of eternity, to those who are 
faithful in the practice of all the 
Christian duties devolving upon the 
members of the church of Christ, 
until the hour of death.’ But even 
that is not all. The writer goes 
into more detail; that if one hopes 
to get to Heaven there are five par- 
icular duties he must observe each 
Sunday: He must teach or be 
taught the Word of God, he must 
sing, he must give, must observe 
the Lord’s Supper, and join in pub- 
lic prayer. All these things one 
must do to be saved, the writer 
says. How far from God’s way of 
salvation! 

All this is a do, do, do religion. 
People hope to get saved by doing. 
People who think they are saved 
only temporarily and are on pro- 
bation, hope to stay saved by keep- 
ing on doing. How contrary to the 
Bible! 

Jesus cried with a loud voice be- 
fore He gave up His spirit,“It is 
finished!” Oh, surely He cried 
aloud, so loud, that. all the people 
who hope to be saved by the deeds 
of the law of righteousness can 
hear it if they will. Salvation is 
| already finished! The righteousness 
of Christ is accounted to every one 
who will depend upon the blood He 
shed and the death He died, the 
price He paid on Calvary. 

Reader, do you know the differ- 
ence between salvation by 
and salvation by grace? 1 


the will of Christ as expressed in 


and how to stay a Christian. Then 
the quarterly continues, that after 
one -has d6ne all these things to 
get to be a Christian, we are told 


is the end of the law for ro ta 


- work | 


member that “Not by works of} 


rignteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he 
saved us” (‘1itus 3:5). Remember 
that KMiphesians z:8, Y, telis us, “sor 
by grace are ye saved through 
taith; and that not of yourselves: 
it 1s the gift-or God: not Of Works, 
jest any inan should boast.” rFraise 
God Ior saivation already finisned, 
a salvation purchased by the biooa 
of Christ and not by works of man. 
when Jesus died, ‘sy one oltering, 
he had pertected forever them that 
were sanctined.”’ Christ paid for all 
my sins Of the past (1l was berore 1 
was born, betore 1 ever sinned.) 
sut that offering also paid ror ail 
the sins of the ruture. Unrist will 
never die again. He will never need 
to die again for my sins. And 1 
will never need to die tor them 
either, because when He died once, 
that settled the matter for ever. 
tiere is a perfect salvation, already 
provided, already paid for, offered 
tree to all who wiil have it. 


What must I do to be saved 
then? The jailor asked it in Acts 
16:30. Paul and Silas answered in 
Acts 16:31, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved.”’ Trust the matter with Je- 
sus! And when you turn your soul 
over to Jesus for salvation, “It is 
finished!”” There is nothing more 
to pay, nothing more to do. Let 
Jesus give you this free salvation 
which He finished when He died 
on Calvary... 

God is not trying to sell salva- 
tion. He is offering it free. God is 
not trying to get you to save your- 
self, He is olfering to save you 
Himself, to give you the pertect 
salvation based on the finished 
work of Christ. | 

When Hudson Taylor, the found- 
er of the China Inland Mission, was 
tifteen, he was‘reading a book that 
mentioned, “the finished work of 
Christ.” The Holy Spirit revealed 
to Him in-a moment how easy it 
was to be saved since all the work 
of salvation was finished, and it 
was offered free. Then and there 
he gave himself to Christ. No more 
did he try to find God by weeping 
and praying and doing good deeds 
and subduing his evil impulses and 
trying to be faithful. He simply ac- 
cepted “the finished work of 
Christ.” I pray that you may do. 
the same today, dear reader, if you 
-do not already know that your sins 
are forgiven, and if you do not 
already possess this salvation 
which is finished. 

It is finished! That is what Jesus 
meant in John 5:24, “He that hear- 
eth my word, and believeth on him 
that sent’ me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemna- 
tion; but is passed from death unto 
life.” 

This salvation that is already 
finished is of God’s grace, not of 
man’s works. 

A finished salvation is free, not 
earned. 

‘A finished salvation is instantan- 
eous the moment you trust Christ 
and receive it. 


A finished salvation is an ever- 
lasting salvation. it is like a piece 
of furniture for which cash has 
been paid and there is nothing due 
upon it. No furniture van will ever 
back up to the door to -re-possess 
that furniture because some in- 
stallment had not been met! There 
are no more installments to be 
met on a salvation which is fin- 
ished! When Jesus died, the entire 
transaction was settled, the salva- 
tion was finished. Now all a sinner 
has to do is with a penitent heart 
receive it by faith. 


Dear friend, if you have ever 
been surely saved, will you take 
this salvation today? Will you be- 
lieve that when Jesus died, He paid 
for your own salvation, that the 
transaction between God and 
Christ is finished, that your re- 
demption is purchased, and that 
you may have it freely and for 
ever, beginning the moment you 
accept Jesus as your sin-bearer and 
Saviour? If you will accept Christ 
I suggest that you sign the decision 
below and clip it out and mail it 
or perhaps you would rather copy 
it in a letter. Or if you prefer, 
write it in your own words but to- 
day, decide for Christ, depend up- 
on Him, accept this finished sal- 
vation and let us know it. How 
glad we will be to hear about it. 
And I will write you a personal 
letter of encouragement and in- 
struction. 


Can You Honestly Make This 
~ Decision Today? 
Then Sign It Now! 


_Evagelist John R. Rice, Editor 
“The Sword of a Lord 


Still Rejoice - 
(Continued from page one) 


of song by Brother Shufelt, your 
capable partner in the Lord’s work. 


We believe that the Lord of the | 


Harvest has brought you together, ~— 


and we shall pray for His biessing 
as it rests upon your mutual labors 
for His glory. Remember me to 
Brother Snufelt, if you please. 
“Mrs. Moore associates herself 
with me in prayer and every good 


wish for you in the great work of 


your chosen ministry. Give our 
kind personal regards to your good | 
wife, and the members ot your Of- 
fice Force in Wheaton, Illinois. 
, Yours in the Love of Calvary 
“(Signed) Enoch 8S. Moore.” 


Brother Walter Keeney’s letter 
is as follows: . 

“Calvary Gospel Tabernacle 
“1722-1738 Main Street 
Buffalo, New York 
“Walter W. Keeney, Pastor 

“Dr. John R. Rice 
“145 N. Hale Street 
‘‘Wheaton, Illinois 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“Now that the 
and we are once again engaged in 
our various churches, we can begin 
to realize something of the great 
results of your campaign in 
Buffalo. 


ampaign is over, | 


“Our church received cards of:. j 


forty people who made their de- 
cisions during your campaign, and 
this does not begin to tell the re- 
sults that took place in connection 
with our church. Christian people 
have been revived, and there is a 
new determination among the 
children of God to give themselves 
completely to the Lord to be used 
in His service. Last Friday night, 


in our house- to house visitation, 


there were ten people who accepted 
Christ ‘as Saviour, The Lord was 
pleased to give us souls at our 


services Sunday, and I spoke with — 


other pastors in the city who were 


also rejoicing in souls that had © 


made decisions in their churches. 


“I have been through a number . 
of large campaigns in the city, one a 


ith Billy ag oe 4 for two weeks, - 


twenty-five years 


‘worked in the City of Buffalo, have - 


I seen such an evangelistic service 
as God was pleased to give us un-— 


der your leadership. Not only did :. 


the meetings attract the largest 


congregations, but there was a 


deep» spirit of conviction wrought 
by the Holy Spirit that I have nev- 
er seen equalled before. The after- 
effects prove the genuineness of the 
revival. 


phere throughout the city, and ev- 
erywhere one goes, he finds Chris- 
tians who are anxious to do the 
will of God. 

“One of the preachers remarked 


today that you are a preacher’s 


preacher. Surely you have the 
Christian love of all the pastors 
who were privileged to labor with 
you for the salvation of souls..We 
appreciate the work which the 
Lord accomplished through you 
and Brother Shufelt while you 
were in our city. I cannot wish for 
you any better than meetigs such 
as you had in Buffalo in all of your 
campaigns throughout the country. 
_ “May God’s richest blessing con- 
inue to rest upon you and your 
loved ones. ; 
“Yours in Him, 
(Signed) Walter” 


145 North Hale Street 


Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 

I read your sermon on “It Is 
Finished.” I do believe that Christ 


on the cross paid all of man’s debt. — i 


I believe that He died for my sins. 
I believe that He has archaeal 


pent of my sins, I trust Christ to 
forgive my sins, and save my soul. 


sins, I ve Him, I risk Him, I 
depend upon Him today to save my 
soul. I believe that even now we: 
does save me and that I am His, 
I write this to claim Christ as my 
Saviour. By His grace I will try sae 


live for Him the rest of my days. ~ ee 


~ 


Name 


és 
Address 


s a 5 : » 
. ¥ Lee 4 * . 
2 ee ‘ ‘ a se i : . 
ID, FS tel yt, Siw Y - ae ped : ri ¢ r ‘ — rd ~4 ; Sr iew SS ~ ° 
Dee RS ae ASS Co RA, a ea Ee AORN Oe RO ROME ST aE REPS Be fy 
ee a aS tay ee eee ee et ee ha ih a ar nn aa: =) ae. ee als % 
pte, 3 oe SN OS — ‘ nn 3 8 : = 


People have not. lapsed = 
back into their old ways. There is 
a new spiritual tone and atmos- ~~ 


‘salvation for me and that I may ~~ 
have it free. So here and nowlre- - 


jee Saar 
ga 


Contnenians and repenting of my 
belie 


Asan 

soe 
. 
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